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Nancy led me to the room where
Mina-Joy was staying, and she
was all that I’d hoped for and then
some: Beautiful soft fur, bright
round eyes and those ridiculous
stubby little legs. After we visited
for about an hour, I departed with
little miss. We drove straight back
to Bloomington with nary a
bathroom break.
We got home and she, as any
Tortie worth her markings would
do, quickly established herself as the boss of the house. She
spent the better part of a week in my office before she was
allowed to join general population. Now, she loves to play
with her new housemates, tall orange boy Jones and black
Persian, also named Mina (pronounced Mean-uh), even if
they don’t quite enjoy playing with her. Mina-Joy’s tiny
meow has blossomed into an operatic whine, and she’s got a
great appetite. She’s a good-natured girl who gives love
blinks constantly.
My partner and I could not imagine our lives without her. My
gratitude goes to Nancy for pulling this precious baby from
the shelter and to the board for approving us. Of course,
Mina-Joy is not a replacement for my Wolfie, but she was
never intended to be one. She is her own self and a wonderful
kitty with whom I can create new, beautiful memories.

Letters from Adopters

Louie
Louie is wonderful! I thought I would share some of his
favorite places to hang out and let you see that he is happy.
We love him beyond words and are grateful each and every
day that he is ours.
~ Denise Bromley, Lake Isabella, MI
Pansy, pictured on the left, is also
handicapped and was adopted from
BFPCR by Linda Buchanan in 2014.
She hung out at the door where Nala
was being introduced at first, eager to
meet her new sister.
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Three days later, we had our first vet visit at West Bloomfield
Veterinary Hospital. She weighed four-pounds 10-ounces and
was diagnosed with toxoplasmosis (a swelling in her brain ). Dr.
Gerald Lapar explained to me that she may never show
improvement. Nala was put on Clindamycin/clinbiotic. After two
weeks we returned to the vet for a recheck where it was
recommended that she continue the medication and, because she
is always hungry, change her food to science diet special formula
(puréed) that has more fiber. Plus, we added fish oil. Three times
daily, I sat with Nala so she would eat.
During the next two weeks Nala’s appetite and bowel
movements improved. I then noticed more play activity, and she
was trying to use her litter box. I took her out of her kennel, but
she still just wanted to be held and her weight dropped an
ounce. Dr. Lapar spoke with another vet, and they decided to
continue the medication for two more weeks plus add vitamin
shots for six weeks as well as vitamin-E. I then saw more
improvements when she tried to balance in order to wash her
own face.
Since she still wanted to be held all the time, she was invited to
come to work with me. The seniors and staff at Brookdale Senior
Living Farmington Hills North all fell in love with her. Their
loving attention helped with Nala's socialization. She would lie
on the residents’ laps, and they could pet her. It was a win-win
experience. Nala now comes to work once a week. They call her
Miss Nala.
Then, I bought some toys for her motor skills which improved so
much, that she is now running through the house jumping and
trying to chase balls. She still falls over, but she can get up on
her own and sometimes she will ask for help.
On September 5, when Nala came to work with me, she was
grumpy and fussed the entire day. The next day I took her back
to the vet where it was discovered that with all her running and
jumping, Nala had pulled a muscle in her hind leg. Dr. Lapar
said with Nala, less is more. She was on pain medication for two
days and had to stay quiet for ten days. It took about four weeks
for her leg to heal.
In the past month Nala has become very sensitive to loud noises.
Dr Lapar does not know if the swelling will return, so we take
each day as it comes. Nala will always be a sweet loving kitten
who just wants to be held.
That is the story of my sweet, strong baby girl. Nala and I thank
every one who was involved in her rescue.
We thank Dr. Lapar and the vet staff. We thank all who have
been involved in Nala’s journey.
Nala was born August, 2015.
End of March, first part of April 2017 she learned
to use her litter box.
In April, she learned to wash her own face.
In June, she began to entertain herself with toys.
In June, her motor skills improved.
August, she jumped up on the couch.
September set-backs: injured a leg muscle, became
sensitive to loud noises
October 30, 2017 Nala took her first drink of water from the bowl.
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